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EAST HARPTREE PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 
Monday 12th December 2022 at 7.30pm in The Theatre, East Harptree 

 
Present:  Cllrs Andrew Jones (Chair), Pam Carver (Vice-chair), Richard Coombs, 
Kate Gillingham and John Vinson.  

 
Clerk: Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James 

   
Minutes 2022/12 

1. Apologies for absence:  Cllrs Alan Harper and Mick Underhill. Ward Councillor 
David Wood. 

 
2. Public forum:  

i) No residents present. 
 

ii) Ward Councillors report – not present. 
 
3. Declarations of interest: none 
 
4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on 15th November 2022: accepted 

as a true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy was signed by 
the Chair and returned to the Clerk.  

 
5. Planning applications: none 

 
6. Formal motions requiring a decision:  

i) EHPC discussed the proposed budget for 23-24. Some minor changes were made to 
individual cost codes. The aim is to have a general reserve of £10k for any unforeseen 
expenditure. An underspend of approx. £1132 is anticipated at year end (March 23), 
taking this into account, despite inflation it was unanimously agreed that we are able 
to keep the precept at the same amount of £15,152 for the 3rd year in a row. Clerk to 
update budget for 23-24 and post on website, and to submit precept request to 
B&NES. 

ii) EHPC agreed unanimously to increase the printing agreement from 100 to 300 pages 
per month with HP Ink. This is a shared cost with Chew Stoke PC, where the clerk also 
works, it is not possible to cover printing for both councils in under 100 pages. New 
cost is £4.99/month, up from £4.49/ every other month. Should either council 
generate significant printing as a one-off, clerk to amend payments accordingly. 

iii) Agreed unanimously that EHPC will use the pack prepared by the East Harptree 
Environment Group (EHEG) to assist in identifying relevant issues relating to ecology 
and the protection of wildlife, when responding to planning applications for B&NES. 
Thanks were extended to members of EHEG for their hard work in creating this pack, 
and to Cllr Carver for liaising with EHEG and promoting the pack. 
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7. Finance: 

i) To note standing orders: 
SJ Streatfeild-James - clerks salary (December) 
Paul Sperring - sweepers salary (December) 

 
ii) The following payments were agreed:-  

Date Item Payee VAT Total 
13.12.22 Clerk expenses – HWA x 1  

Printing 4.99 
SJ Streatfeild-James  £16.99 

13.12.22 Hall hire, EAST meeting EH Village Hall  £30.00 
13.12.22 SLCC membership SLCC  £88.50 

 
8. Matters of report: 

i) Minutes and papers from the CV Area Forum Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group 
have been circulated to Councillors. 

ii) Correspondence has been received from B&NES about the New Local Plan briefing sessions, 
but as yet no dates have been confirmed. 

iii) Our village sweeper is on sick leave until the New Year. It would be very helpful if everyone 
could do their bit to keep drain covers clear of leaves & debris nearby their houses, or whilst 
out on walks, pending his return to road clearing duties. A reminder that any repairs or 
problems noted can be reported directly to B&NES via www.fixmystreet.com  

iv) The minutes from the Parish Liaison Meeting on 16th November will be circulated to 
Councillors when available. 

v) CPR and defibrillator training is being arranged for Wednesday 8th March at 6pm. All 
residents of the village are welcome to sign up. Please contact Graham Harding 
graham.harding03@gmail.com if you’d like to attend. EHPC offered to provide refreshments at 
the event. 

vi) Correspondence has been received by residents about some building work taking place at 
Brook Cottage in the Conservation Area in the village. Although out of courtesy, cllrs wanted 
to approach the landowner, cllrs also agreed to cc B&NES and follow up with them if the 
landowner response was unsatisfactory in confirming that all necessary planning permissions 
are in place. 

vii) Cllr David Wood is discussing ongoing questions about the building on land behind Yearten 
House, EHPC to email him for an update. 

viii) A quote has been received to update the PC laptop for use by the clerk. Money is budgeted 
for repairs which would cover the required work. To confirm price for installing Microsoft 
Office. 
 

Meeting closed at 8.50pm.    
 
Next meeting: Tuesday 17th January at 7.30pm, in The Theatre, East Harptree. 
 
 
 
 
 


