EAST HARPTREE PARISH COUNCIL

Present: Clirs Andrew Jones (Chair), Pam Carver (Vice-chair) Richard Coombs, Kate
Gillingham and John Vinson.

Ward Councillor David Wood

Clerk: Sarah-Jane Streatfeild-James

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on
Tuesday 15 March 2022 at 7.30pm in The Theatre, East Harptree

A minutes silence was held to show support for the people of Ukraine.

Minutes 2022/03
1. Apologies for absence: none

2. Public forum:

i) 3 parishioners attended the meeting — to share some background information
about their planning application (Rock Cottage, Middle Street). The family have
lived in East Harptree for several generations and would like to build a new
property in the garden of their current dwelling for a younger generation.

ii) Ward Councillors report — previously sent ahead (please see appendix 1).

3. Declarations of interest: none

4. Confirmation of minutes of the meeting held on 15 February, 2022: accepted as a
true record of the meeting. Unanimously agreed. A hard copy was signed by the
Chair and returned to the Clerk.

5. Planning applications:

i) Reference Number: 22/00622/FUL

Site Location: Rock Cottage Middle Street East Harptree BS40 6BB
Description of Proposal: Erection of 3 bed detached dwelling with associated parking
following demolition of existing garage. Whilst EHPC is very keen for young people to
be able to continue to live in the parish, they also need to consider the material aspects
of the planning application. In general, the design, style and position of the proposed
build were seen favourably, however there was no information in the planning
documents that gave a clear indication of the rise from the ground level at the footprint of the
building up to its ridge height. EHPC would not be able to support this application if the
finished height was to be higher than the ridge height of permitted development of
nearby Rock Bungalow. The applicants were advised to seek this information from their
architect as soon as possible. The applicants have considered light spill from roof
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windows and intend to have blackout blinds in situ. Also advised to ensure that they
have downward facing external lighting, in order to adhere to the Dark Skies Policy in
the area.

The extended deadline for comments from EHPC is Friday 18™" March, the PC resolved to
support this application if confirmation is given that the finished ridge height is lower
than that of Rock Bungalow.

The Ward Councillor was also asked that the provision of OS datum levels be included in
planning applications by B&NES, he agreed to take this forward.

6. Formal motions requiring a decision:

i. New Parish Noticeboard — It was concluded it would not be practical to repair the
existing noticeboard, so a replacement was required. Several estimates for new
noticeboards were supplied by the Clerk that would meet the PC's requirements and
were considered appropriate to the Conservation Area it would be in. Based on

these Councillors approved a budget of up to £2,000 to be funded out of CIL monies

for a new oak noticeboard.

Discussed size and option of a larger one than there is at present, so that it could include
village event posters. Need to confirm that any curvature of the wall would still make this
possible. Clirs Gillingham and Vinson to check the wall. To check whether planning
permission required for a bigger board due to being in a Conservation Area, and to discuss
with owners of the wall. Clerk to bring more specific costs to next meeting.

ii. Funding of bunting for EH Jubilee Street party — agreed that purchasing bunting

specifically for the event is not necessary as it seems there is plenty already owned
by residents. Agreed to consider any other specific requirements for funding if the
need arises and for the organisers, or other residents to contact the PC if they wish
other purchases to be considered.

iii. Details of the Annual Village Meeting 2022 — the date has been agreed for May
7™, the Theatre is currently booked from 4-8pm. Discussed timetable for the event,
formal proceedings must take place after 6pm, so agreed to circulate information to
residents to include a ‘Save the Date’ notice. The idea is to promote a village get-
together, with free refreshments, for residents to use the event to share exciting
things that have been happening in the last year, to share information via
presentations or reports, with any formal agenda items raised by villagers to be
covered after 6pm.

To also call for helpers to serve refreshments, and to bake some cakes. Clerk to draft
message.

Interested groups to date include:

East Harptree Environment Group

Jubilee Celebration plans

Safer Routes to School group

EHPC Electric vehicle charge point discussion

East Harptree Playing Field Committee

EHPC Chair’s report for 2021/22
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i)

i)

7) _Finance:
To note standing orders:

SJ Streatfeild-James - clerks salary (March)
Paul Sperring - sweepers salary (March)

The following payments agreed -

Date

Iltem Payment to Net VAT Gross

16.03.22 | Clerk’s expenses: SJ Streatfeild- £6.51 £0.58 £7.09

HWA (£3.60), HP Ink James
(£3.49 inc VAT)

i)
i)

iv)

v)
vi)

8) Matters of report:

Information about the feasibility of installing EV charge points in the village has now been
posted on the website. Some feedback has been received and the information currently on
the website will be updated towards the end of the month.

Minutes and papers from the CV Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group have been
circulated to councillors, no questions raised.

Information about Project Newton has been received and circulated to residents.

The implementation of 20mph zones in the village are to be implemented during this
forthcoming year, 22-23. Concern raised about that some utility companies may also need to
work on the road, need to ensure this is done prior to repairing the road. Clerk to look for
any information about upcoming work. Ward Councillor also asked to liaise with B&NES to
ensure all work is undertaken in the correct order.

Feedback from B&NES’s recent briefing re the New Local Plan, please see appendix 2.
There are currently 2 councillor vacancies.

9) Correspondence received:

A resident has contacted the PC about some branches that are on the verge on
Whitecross Road following Storm Eunice. He has contacted B&NES to ask about
removal. B&NES are aware and will undertake the work as soon as possible.

10. Closed session:

Clerks back pay for 21-22, and pay review discussed and agreed.

Meeting closed at 9.30pm.

Next meeting: Tuesday 19t April 2022 at 7.30pm.
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Appendix 1:
East Harptree Parish Council Report
Ward Councillor David Wood

11/3/22

Planning issues

| was grateful for the input of councillors in relation to the response from the B&NES case officer
recently. | have pressed these issues with the CO, including the need to be sure about the need for
increased ground height and communication with neighbours. | had hoped to hear back by today
but if more information is received before the meeting | can provide an update.

| am grateful for Pam's summary of the new planning application recently received and look forward
to the discussion about this on Tuesday.

East Harptree Drainage Schemes
In the B&NES budget we successfully secured £25k for drainage improvement works on the highway
by the recreation ground, and £80k for Coley Road. | can send on more details if needed.

High Street road condition

As previously noted | have bid for a place for the High Street on the road repairs schedule, following
feedback from residents about the state of the road. | have been given an early indication that this
is on the list but | will need to follow this up over the course of the year.

20mph Implementation
I understand from emails that these are due to be rolled out during 2022/23. Should any pushing
this at B&NES end be needed do let me know.

Road safety group

A resident contacted me on behalf of a group in EH looking at road safety. | had not been aware of
this group or these issues and the communication reached me after the B&NES budget papers had
been published so was too late for me to try to secure funds for these. If EHPC endorses these
requests | can try to secure money in the next budget round.

Ward Empowerment Fund

| can confirm that | was successful in allocating £250 Ward Empowerment Fund to the Friends of St
Laurence for bat boxes in the churchyard. This follows money allocated last year for tree planting in
the field.

Budget: Investment in Neighbourhood Services

Neighbourhood Services includes road repairs, line painting, drain cleaning, litter picking, graffiti, fly
tipping and dog fouling enforcement, etc, and has been cut over the course of 10 years to the
detriment of these frontline services. In my tenure | have been gradually reversing these cuts, with a
major investment in last month's budget of £3m across the district during 2022/23. Roads especially
have fallen so far behind that a decade of cuts cannot be turned around in a year, but this is going in
the right direction.

The investment is set to include:

- Extra £2m for road repairs (including £242k for the A368)

- Increasing the road line painting capacity three-fold

- Increasing the number of drains (gullies) cleaned from 22,000 a year to 33,000 a year
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- Extra capacity in the enforcement team to allow intelligence-led enforcement of dog fouling, whilst
maintaining the enhanced level of enforcement service for fly-tipping and litter

- Clean and Green Weeks, where a new team work their ward around the wards. These are designed
to work with the community and respond to priorities articulated by B&NES councillors, parish
councils.

- A free graffiti cleaning service for private homes (until now people have had to make their own
arrangements)

- Refilling grit bins during winter (until now they had not been refilled if needed during the winter)

Other B&NES Issues:

- Council house building: the budget allocated £11m to build the first council houses in B&NES in a
generation. These will initially focus on Bath, the Somer Valley and Keynsham.

- Social care: B&NES is in a 7-year contract with Virgin Care for the non-profit provision of social
care. Virgin Care was recently bought by a profit-making company. We are unhappy about this sale
and are considering our options on the future of this contract.

- Bristol CAZ: early indications from BCC were that they had listened to requests about the need for
CAZ exemption for hospital trips, blue badge holders and workers on low incomes. The final scheme
now only exempts these groups for a transitionary period. We are feeding back to BCC that this
transitionary period does not go far enough.

- A37 public transport, walking and cycling study. WECA-funded works to improve active and public
transport on the A37 are due to start in 2024. Ahead of this B&NES, Bristol CC and WECA are
considering a series of options. These include a Park&Ride at Whitchurch, mini-Park&Rides at A37
villages, improvement to the bus service and an off-road walking and cycling route running alongside
the A37.

- Powers for moving traffic enforcement: B&NES is applying to the government to enforce
contraventions like banned turns and weight restrictions. Currently these are enforced by the Police
but it tends not to be a high priority for them. Sadly, these new powers do not currently include
speed enforcement. Councils being able to enforce speeds would be a game-changer and we have
pressed that this should happen in the future.

- Ukraine: B&NES has been promoting opportunities to donate to Ukraine crisis appeals. We have
written to the government to say we are ready to resettle refugees via the government's
humanitarian sponsorship rule.

- Re-opening public toilets: B&NES budget started the process of re-opening public toilets that have
been gradually closed over the last 10 years. In this first round one public toilet is being re-opened
in Bath and one in Keynsham.

Appendix 2:
B&NES Briefing re New Local Plan 1.3.2022. Webinar: Attended by Clir Pam Carver.

Notes:

WECA has been working on the Spatial Development Strategy (SDS) which will be presented for
consultation this Spring / Summer. The total Housing Need to 2042 has been assessed as 105,120.
The breakdown is: B&NES, 12,960; Bristol, 63,920; South Glos, 28,240.

Clir Carver tabled 2 questions — the first: Is the Housing Need in WECA determined by Central
Government? The answer is ‘Yes'.

Government uses a formula to project future growth, based on past trends. B&NES thinks it’'s better
to plan for growth rather than be at the mercy of predatory developers.

The SDS is a high-level document that determines how these targets will be met and the principles,
but it doesn’t assess specific sites. That work is determined in the 3 New Local Plans (North
Somerset is preparing its own Local Plan). Local Authorities then have to ensure sufficient jobs, infra
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structure and transport to support meeting the targets and allocates suitable sites accordingly. It
was noted that when sites have been allocated very close to a boundary, this can have a significant
impact on the neighbouring Authority e.g., Mendip. It was also noted that it is possible that because
of the very high housing need in Bristol, one of the other WECA Authorities may be called on to ‘help
out’.

B&NES can’t prepare its Draft New Plan until the Inspector has agreed the SDS, which won’t be until
the middle of next year. However, based on the draft SDS and the Government figures, they can
look at infra structure etc. and liaise with towns and parishes re potential sites.

Neighbourhood Plans should be listened to now by the Planning Dept, but in due course they will
have to reflect the New Local Plan and National Policy. Partial Updates of Neighbourhood Plans
would be permitted.

Clir Carver’s second question asked whether, if the New Plan indicated there was a need to build in
the rural areas, the RA1 & RA2 categorisation of villages would still apply; would the same criteria be
used and would B&NES be updating the criteria / look for better ways to determine which category
should apply to individual villages.

Answer: Probably! Certainly, some such system would be used and probably the same as now. They
said they are always looking at ways to make the criteria more appropriate.
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