Application to East Harptree Parish Council for Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funds

Project Green Infrastructure Project — Phase 2

Nature recovery scheme: planting of 2 no. English Oak trees and 25m of new
mixed-indigenous species hedgerow, and installation of 50m stock-proof fence
across the central north east corner of Grab Tree field, East Harptree (grid ref ST
56533 56097).

Name of East Harptree Environment Group (EHEG)

organisation

Contact details Bernice Roberts

— 01761 221651 (h)/07970 292746 (m)

bernicegroberts@gmail.com

Email address

Executive summary

This document is an application by East Harptree Environment Group (EHEG) to East Harptree Parish
Council for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding. This funding is sought for the second phase
of the parish Green Infrastructure (Gl) Project. Information is provided below about the background
to and purposes of the scheme and the project costs. The information provided demonstrates that
the project is eligible for the grant of monies in accordance with the Community Infrastructure Levy
(CIL) Regulations.

Project overview

EHEG is a constituted voluntary body set up to identify and bring forward projects that help to:
(1) conserve and enhance ecological diversity in the parish of East Harptree,
(2) raise local interest in wildlife conservation, and
(3) encourage community involvement in activities that support nature recovery within the parish.

These objectives have been embraced by the East Harptree Parish Council (see final report of EHPC
Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group (C&NEWG)) via its Green Infrastructure (Gl) workplan.

Responsibility for delivery of the workplan has been adopted by EHEG.

The Gl workplan examined opportunities for creation of new or restoration of damaged habitats on
publicly accessible land and other sites within the parish. The workplan focus was driven by two aims:

e to show, by example, how practical action by the community can make a real contribution to
nature recovery and mitigation of some climate change effects, and

e to encourage others to support habitat creation works elsewhere in the parish, including on
private land. The objective of any such project, whether on public or private land, is to restore
habitat connectivity and strengthen the local Gl network across the parish®.

1 This application for CIL funding responds to section 5, recommendations 2, 6, & 7 of the Workplan.
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Background to the project (See Figure 1 Location Plan, and Figure 2, project boundary, below).

The site was identified by EHEG surveys in early 2021 as a gap in the local Gl network. It comprises a
small irregular area (circa 360m?) of permanent pasture in the field known as Grab Tree, located to the
west of St Laurence’s church. The site is bounded to the north-east by a species-rich mature hedgerow
(marked B) and, to the east, by a post and wire fence (marked C). Heavily used public footpaths run
through the field, of which two (CL8/8 and CL8/1), intersect close to the southern end of fence C.

Fig 2: Project boundary (outlined in red)



Site Condition

Badgers historically developed a large sett in this corner of the field (see area marked ‘Disused
badger sett’). Itis not known whether the feature was originally a main or an outlier sett, but
observations by EHEG members, local residents and the tenant farmer confirm that no evidence of
badger activity has been seen at any time of the year for many years. Recent checks have found no
evidence of badger faeces, latrines, hair, or bedding debris around the old sett, nor of badger tracks
or runs in the adjacent fields. While there is current evidence of rabbits having adopted some of the
former holes, most are clearly unused, with mature grasses and ruderal vegetation blocking the
tunnel entrances.

The historic badger activity has, however, left the ground in the corner of the field heavily incised
with deep holes, collapsed and partially collapsed tunnels. These features prevent safe grazing by
farm stock, and the safety of cattle and sheep grazing Grab Tree has to be carefully monitored by the
farmer (who reports that several sheep have had to be rescued from the holes over the past 2 -3
years).

Lack of grazing has, in turn, allowed extensive growth of weed species, notably nettles and creeping
thistle, which have obscured many of the holes. Markedly increased public use of the footpaths
during and since Covid lockdowns has raised concern that walkers’ safety may be endangered if they
stray from the nearby footpaths into the redundant sett area.

Opportunity for improvement of Gl network

Physically and functionally, the site represents a gap in the local Gl network so offers an ideal
opportunity for EHEG to bring forward a habitat creation and green infrastructure restoration
project. In practical terms, project viability is reinforced by two key features:

Site availability - The site is on land owned by Mr and Mrs Charles and Linda Hill, who have
generously made it available for this project, and tenanted to Mr Martin Groves, who has agreed to
surrender current grazing rights within the project boundary.

External funding — EHEG has recently been offered 2 no. standard 5—-10-year-old English oak trees by
the Mendip Hills AONB, which is promoting tree planting to mark the 50" anniversary of the AONB.
Sites chosen to host the trees are required to be, as far as possible, in a prominent position in the
landscape and in close proximity to public spaces or the Public Right of Way network. The site meets
these criteria.

The cost of the 2 standard oak trees (circa £150.00+ each excluding VAT, tree stakes and ties) will be
met by the Mendip Hills AONB. This offer therefore represents an opportunity for EHEG to work
collaboratively with the AONB to fill a gap in the parish Gl network at modest cost (for fencing and
hedgerow plants) to the local community.

Community benefit

The project will create the following benefits for the community:

1. Parish Gl network: restoration of a currently missing link in the East Harptree Gl network.
2. Site nature recovery: promotion of natural regeneration of hedgerow/woodland edge

habitat from the adjacent species-rich hedgerow; supplemented by planting of a
replacement species-rich hedgerow along the line of fence C.
3. Visual enhancement: collaborative effort with the Mendip Hills AONB to create a prominent

local landscape feature to mark the 50" anniversary of the AONB, close to the junction of
public footpaths CL8/8 and CL8/1.



4. Project Newton: the project will add interest to a primary route identified by the Project
Newton Heritage Walking Map, between St Laurence’s Church and the nationally designated
(SSSI) Harptree Combe.

5. Public safety: avoidance of risk of injury to users of the adjacent public footpaths falling into
old badger sett holes/collapsed underground tunnels.

6. Farming activity: avoidance of injury to and cost of stock falling into old badger sett
holes/collapsed underground tunnels, and to create additional natural weather shelter
opportunities for grazing stock.

Community consultation

The project flows directly from the EHPC Climate & Nature Emergency Working Group (C&NEWG)
Green Infrastructure (Gl) workplan, which was widely publicised by the parish council and has been
available on its website since January 2021.

The wide local support offered to EHEG's previous application for CIL funding for Gl enhancement (at
the Village Playing Field), and subsequent local engagement with the village ‘Flower Power project’
over the summer of 2021 (also funded by the Parish Council using CIL funding) demonstrates
community support for the principle of locally funded projects that contribute to nature
conservation, and particularly to restoration and enhancement of the Parish Gl network.

Subsequent to work starting on the EHEG Playing Field project in January 2021, EHEG group
membership has grown and there has been a marked increase in numbers of people joining in EHEG
activities.

The project site is on private land, which has been made available by the landowner. The site tenant
and AONB project officer have been consulted and are in support of the scheme?.

The project will be widely advertised via local published and social media, EHEG’s page on the Parish
Council website, and amongst EHEG members. The focus of consultation will be to generate wider
community involvement in activities that promote nature conservation, and to inspire other
landowners to take action to restore and extend the parish Gl network.

The proposal

Further to the above Project Overview, the following sections detail the planting scheme and
supporting materials and services for which CIL funding is sought. Annex 1 provides details of the
species and maintenance.

Detailed costings: comparison of quotes

As an EHEG instigated project for which community funding is sought, every effort has been made to
incorporate sustainable practice and principles, from design approach to sourcing of materials to
planned delivery of the works.

Competitive quotes were invited from three local suppliers of

e native hedging plants at wholesale prices, and
e stock proof fencing.

2 Please note: unlike the CIL funded EHEG planting scheme at the Village Playing Field, this site is on private
land under active agricultural management. To minimise disturbance to adjacent farming activities, a
community planting event is not proposed.



Suppliers were selected for consistent quality, for their commitment to high environmental standards,
and for their proximity to East Harptree (to reduce delivery road miles). They are:

e Chew Valley Trees (Chew Magna)
e Perrie Hale (Honiton)
e Ashridge Trees (Castle Cary)

Prices for supply and installation of stock proof fencing were sought directly from the following three
suppliers:

e James W Cruse

e lan Morgan

e Steve Brinson

e quotes from two other suppliers have also been sought on EHEG's behalf by the tenant farmer

Quotes received (all inc VAT)

Supplier (hedging stock and sundries — supply only) Quote
Chew Valley Trees £264.66!
Ashridge Trees £279.78
Perrie Vale £249.84

lselected as a local business in closest proximity to East Harptree

Supplier (stockproof fencing — supply & installation) Quote

J W Cruse pending
6/12/21

lan Morgan 2

Steve Brinson £888.00

via tenant farmer pending
6/12/21

Zsince declined to quote due to small size of job

Application for CIL funds

The following funds are sought from EHPC:

1. Funding of £264.66 to cover the costs of the planting stock and planting sundries; and
2. Funding of £888.00 to cover the cost of supply and installation of stockproof fencing.

TOTAL GRANT SOUGHT FROM EHPC: £1,152.66

NOTE: the sum of £1,152.66 represents the maximum fund required. Should a more competitive quote
be offered by a fencing supplier who has not yet offered their cost, any saving will be returned to EHPC.

Embedded savings

e No costs are included in this application to cover the price of project design, practical works or
site supervision.

e The cost of the two AONB 50™ anniversary standard oak trees, their stakes, ties and shelters,
will be met by the Mendip Hills AONB.

e EHEG volunteers will work with the tenant farmer and landowner to supervise project delivery,
and with the Mendip Hills AONB project officer to plant the two oak trees.



Programme for delivery

Subject to availability of planting stock, EHEG plans to complete the project works early in the new
year (2022). This programme accords with the Mendip AONB requirement to plant it’s 50" anniversary
trees during the 2021/22 planting season and will enable optimal stock establishment during the
winter 2021/22 planting season.

To achieve this programme, orders for stock must be placed by end December 2022.

Gl compliance with CIL Regulations

CIL is a planning charge that supports local authorities in the delivery of the infrastructure needed to
support development in their area.

CIL funds allocated to EHPC are available to be used to support the development of the local area by
funding:

(a) the provision, improvement, replacement, operation or maintenance of infrastructure; or
(b) anything else that is concerned with addressing the demands that development places on an
area.

CIL Regulation 59C makes clear that the scope of the term ‘infrastructure’ in the context of how local
councils can use CIL funds is wide. Accompanying Guidance states that ‘the levy can be used to fund a
very broad range of infrastructure facilities such as play areas, open spaces, parks and green spaces...."
(https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy, Paragraph: 144 Reference ID: 25-144-
20190901 refers).

National planning guidance, the adopted and emerging partial update of the B&NES Development
Plan, and the West of England joint Gl strategy all set out the importance of protecting and enhancing
green infrastructure as a core element for maintaining high quality, sustainable communities. Green
infrastructure provides multi-functional benefits, including enhanced biodiversity and ecosystem
services, adaptation to climate change, improved visual amenity and landscape quality, improved
resilience to extreme weather events, and improved public health and well-being. All of these
functions represent essential services to the local community for which delivery using CIL funding is
wholly consistent with the purpose of the charge.

Local Plan

The proposal conforms with existing and emerging Development Plan policy, notably the proposed
updating of Policy CP7 Green Infrastructure in the Local Plan Partial Update (LPPU)? which identifies Gl
as a key delivery mechanism for sustainable and healthy communities:

‘Policy CP7 Green Infrastructure

The integrity, multi-functionality, quality and connectivity of the strategic Green Infrastructure (Gl)
network will be protected, enhanced and managed. Opportunities will be taken to connect with,
improve and extend the network. Existing and new Gl must be planned, delivered and managed as a
key delivery mechanism for nature recovery and an integral part of creating healthy and sustainable
communities.” (Added text proposed as part of the LPPU is shown in bold).

This project addresses the specific requirements of CIL Regulation 59C (clauses (a) and (b)) as follows:

3 Reg 19 Consultation
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(a) the project will deliver green infrastructure, expressly designed to repair and infill a gap in the
local network of hedgerows and hedgerow tree habitats. It will help to restore ecological
connectivity in the parish Gl network, provide ecological enhancement, and improve visual
amenity for users of the local public footpath network; and

(b) the project provides a practical step towards delivering a parish green infrastructure strategy.
It demonstrates how local action can be effective in restoring the Gl network, which has been
depleted and disrupted over recent decades by local development and changes in land
management regimes. It demonstrates how opportunities to enhance individual areas of local
Gl can be taken up in the future by the community, by landowners and by applicants for
planning permission within the parish. As such, the project design and technical detail
provides an example which the Parish Council may wish to reference in future planning
consultation responses, to encourage developers and landowners to incorporate meaningful
Gl into new development.

Annex 1

Detailed project description

The project has been designed in accordance with the following objectives:

1. Purpose: to fill a current gap in the local Green Infrastructure network and encourage natural
regeneration of a new area of woodland edge habitat between East Harptree Combe and
village;

2. Project shape: to encourage natural regeneration of the new area of woodland edge habitat
without unnecessary loss of productive agricultural land, and to maximise the safety buffer
zone around land disturbed by historic badger activity;

3. Resources: to minimise the extent and cost of new fencing - installation of one fence only
(line A) is required to secure the site from grazing stock and prevent access by users of local
footpaths. The existing hedgerow (B) and eastern fenced boundary (C) are intact;

4. Economic productivity: to enable continued ease of movement of farm vehicles and minimise
loss of grazing pasture by installing a straight line of new fencing;

5. Visual enhancement: to accommodate the two AONB anniversary oak trees without risk to
their successful establishment, by planting them at the southern end of the triangular site at
an acceptable distance from the old tunnels and voids of the redundant badger sett.

Once established, the project site will require minimum maintenance to support natural succession
to a valuable local wildlife corridor and landscape asset.

The footprint of the proposed planting scheme lies at the northern end of Grab Tree Field (see Figure
1). The key components are:

- A new mixed species hedgerow: running parallel to the existing eastern boundary fence.

- 2 no. mature English Oak trees: planted c.20m south of the disused badger sett. These will be
provided and paid for by the Mendip Hills AONB.

- A new stock-proof fence: running along line A, this will be sheep and cattle proof, with
straining posts strained wire and netting, appropriate to the conditions.

The species to be included in the scheme, shown below in the Planting Schedule, have been chosen to
reflect those found in the Chew Valley and the adjacent Mendip slopes. All are indigenous and support
a variety of local wildlife species.



Species Size Qty
Acer campestre 60-80cm BR 20
Corylus avellana 60-80cm BR 20
Crataegus monogyna 60-80cm BR 25
Cornus sanguinea 40-60cm BR 10
Euonymus europaeus 60-80cm BR 10
Rhamnus catharticus 60-80cm BR 5
Viburnum opulus 60-80cm BR 10
TOTAL plants 100

Protection: Qty
Cane with spiral rabbit guard Canes 100
Spiral rabbit guards 100

Maintenance

e The 2 standard oak trees will be fitted with weed suppressant mats, thereby enabling quicker and
stronger plant establishment. Nonetheless, regular checks by EHEG of the planted area will be
needed for the first two years after planting to:

» Check that the tree supports canes and rabbit guards are unaffected by wind rocking;
» Adjust tree ties to avoid chafing;

» Remove any leggy weed growth around the trees;

» Check weed suppressant mats remain horizontal (flat on the surface).

e The reminder of the site will be allowed to develop into woodland edge habitat via natural
regeneration. Minimal maintenance will be required, other than annual checks for weed growth
around the trees, and (only if necessary) to trim back overshading hedgerow growth.

In Year 3 after planting, the rabbit guards can be removed, subject to satisfactory tree growth.

Thereafter the scheme should be self-maintaining, but annual checks will be made by EHEG for the
first five years to monitor establishment of the oak trees and ensure that the woodland edge habitat
is developing as intended and remains aesthetically attractive.



